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1.0 Rainfall 

1.1 Pre-monsoon 2019 

Pre-monsoon rainfall from 1st March to 15th May, 2019 has been deficient to the tune of 22%.  
Actual rainfall for the country as a whole was 75.9 mm as against normal of 96.8 mm during the 
period. Among 36 meteorological sub divisions, only 12 received normal to excess rains and the 
remaining 24 received deficient rains. Out of 655 reported districts, 40 per cent received normal 
to excess rains during the period. 
 
1.2 Prospects of South-west monsoon 2019  

According to 1st stage forecasts of India Meteorological Department (IMD) released on 15th 
April 2019, rainfall during South-west monsoon 2019 is expected to be near normal at 96% of 
LPA with a model error of +5%. As per IMD, weak El Niño conditions are likely to prevail 
during the monsoon season with reduced intensity in the later part of the season. The country is 
expected to have overall well distributed rainfall during the 2019 South-west monsoon season. 
IMD will update its 2nd stage forecast in early June 2019. 
 

1.3 Water reservoirs 

Total live storage capacity in major 91 reservoirs monitored by Central Water Commission is 
161.99 Billion Cubic Meter (BCM) at full reservoir level (FRL). Live storage in these reservoirs 
was 38.73 BCM as on 9th May, 2019 as against 33.53 BCM on the corresponding date in the 
previous year and 36.83 BCM of normal storage. Current year’s storage is 116% of the last year 
and 105% of the normal storage. 
 
2.0 Fertiliser Scenario – April/ March 2018-19 

 

2.1 Production 

During 2018-19, among major fertilisers, production of NP/NPKs and SSP increased whereas 
production of urea and DAP declined. Production of NP/NPKs at 8.965 million metric tonnes 
(MMT) and SSP at 4.072 MMT during 2018-19 increased by 8.8% and 4.2%, respectively, over 
2017-18 (April/March). However, the production of urea at 23.899 MMT and DAP at 3.897 
MMT fell by 0.5% and 16.3%, respectively, during the same period. Fig.1 shows estimated 
production of major fertilisers during 2018-19 as compared to 2017-18. 
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2.2 Import 

Import of Urea at 7.449 MMT, DAP at 6.602 MMT and NP/NPKs at 0.546 MMT during 2018-
19 recorded sharp increase of 24.7%, 56.6% and 9.4%, respectively, over the level of 2017-18. 
However, the import of MOP at 4.214 MMT was lower by 11% during the period. Fig.2 shows 
import of urea, DAP, NP/NPKS and MOP during 2018-19 as compared to 2017-18. 
 

 
 
2.3 Sale 

Sale of all major fertilisers (except MOP) from 1st point showed positive growth during 2018-19 
over 2017-18. Sale of Urea at 31.719 MMT, DAP at 9.495 MMT, NP/NPKs at 9.122 and SSP at 
4.066 MMT marked increase of 4.6%, 5.8%, 6.8% and 4.9%, respectively, during 2018-19 over 
2017-18. However, the sale of MOP at 2.954 MMT fell by 7.5% during the period. Fig.3 shows 
estimated sale of major fertilisers during 2018-19 compared to 2017-18. 
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Figure 1: Production of major fertilisers – 2017-18 and 2018-19 
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2.4 DBT sale 

According to DBT reports as published on mfms.nic.in, about 57.40 MMT of fertilisers were 
sold during April-March 2018-19 through the point of sale (POS) devices installed at retail shops 
under direct benefit transfer (DBT) scheme. Out of a total sale of 57.40 MMT, urea accounted 
for 32.02 MMT, DAP 8.74 MMT, NP/NPKs and Ammonium sulphate 9.57 MMT, SSP 4.33 
MMT and MOP 2.74 MMT. In addition, 164.2 thousand MT of city compost was sold by 
retailers through POS machines during the period.  
 

3.0 Natural Gas availability 

Indigenous production of natural gas has been falling over the years. There is significant 
shortfall in natural gas availability from domestic sources against the demand.  Increased 
demand for gas is fulfilled through higher imports of LNG. Table 1 shows trends in production, 
import and consumption of natural gas during 2012-13 to 2018-19. 
 

Table 1: Trends in Natural Gas availability in India 

(in Billion cubic meter) 

Item 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Production (Net 
availability)1  

39.75 34.57 32.69 31.13 30.85 31.73 32.06 

Sale by 
producing 
companies 2 

34.35 28.98 26.78 25.30 24.99 25.93 N.A. 

LNG import 
(Long term, 
Spot) 

17.33 17.20 18.55 21.39 24.69 26.33 27.01 

Consumption 
(Sale by 
producing 
companies + 
LNG import) 

51.68 46.19 45.33 46.68 49.68 52.26 59.07 

1 = Net availability for consumption which is derived by deducting gas flared and loss from   
gross production by producing companies. 

30.311

8.978 8.543

3.875
3.193

31.719

9.495 9.122

4.066 2.954

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Urea DAP NP/NPKS SSP MOP

2017-18 2018-19

Figure 3: Sale of major fertilisers – 2017-18 and 2018-19 

M
il
li
o

n
 t

o
n

n
e

s
 



Quarterly Statistical Bulletin, Vol. V, No.4, Jan.-March 2019 

 

   5 FAI, New Delhi 

 

2 = Denotes gas available for sale, which is derived by deducting internal use of gas by 
producing companies from net availability. 

N.A. = Not available. 

 

4.0 Crop Situation 

 

4.1 Crop area sown – Rabi 2018-19 

As per the reports of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, about 97.5 per cent of the 
normal area under Rabi crops has been sown up to 15th February, 2019. Area sown under all 
Rabi crops taken together was about 61.78 million hectares (Mha) at All India level during 1st 
October 2018 to 15th February 2019 compared to 64.36 Mha during the corresponding period of 
the previous year. 
 

Total area sown under food grains was 53.74 Mha during 1st October 2018 to 15th February 
2019, which was 4.5% lower than the corresponding period of the previous year. Area sown 
under wheat, rice, pluses, coarse cereals and oilseeds declined by 0.5%, 14.3%, 5.9%, 14.6% and 
0.7%, respectively, during the period.  The progress in coverage under Rabi crops upto 15th 
February, 2019 is shown in Table 2. 
  

Table 2: All India Rabi Crop Situation up to 15th February, 2019 
Crop Normal  

Rabi area 
(Mha) 

Area sown during rabi 

(Million hectares) 
Increase (+) / Decrease (-)  

2018-19 
 

2017-18 
 

Area (Mha) % 

Wheat 30.629 29.847 29.984 -0.137 -0.5% 

Rice 4.159 3.396 3.964 -0.568 -14.3% 

Coarse cereals 6.453 4.869 5.702 -0.833 -14.6% 

Total pulses 14.084 15.630 16.611 -0.982 -5.9% 

Total food grains 55.325 53.742 56.261 -2.519 -4.5% 

Total oilseeds 8.060 8.040 8.098 -0.058 -0.7% 

Total 63.385 61.783 64.360 -2.577 -4.0% 

Note: Totals may not exactly tally due to rounding of figures. 

 

4.2 Production of Food Grains and Commercial Crops: 2018-19 

Government of India has released recently second advance estimates of production of food 
grains and other principal crops for 2018-19. Total food grain production for 2018-19 is 
estimated at 281.37 million MT, nearly 3.5 million MT lower than last year’s level. Table 3 

shows details of production of principal crops in 2018-19 and compares with 2017-18. 
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Table 3: Estimated production of principal crops in 2017-18 and 2018-19 
(Million tonnes)  

Crop 2017-18 
(4th Advance est.) 

2018-19 
(2nd Advance est.) 

Increase (+)/ decrease 
(-) 

Quantity % 

Rice 112.91 115.60 2.69 2.4% 

Wheat 99.70 99.12 -0.58 -0.6% 

Coarse cereals 46.99 42.64 -4.35 -9.3% 

Pulses 25.23 24.02 -1.21 -4.8% 

Total food grains 284.83 281.37 -3.46 -1.2% 

Total oilseeds  31.31 31.50 0.19 0.6% 

Sugarcane 376.91 380.83 3.92 1.0% 

Cotton # 34.89 30.09 -4.80 -13.8% 

Jute & Mesta $ 10.14 10.07 -0.07 -0.7% 

# = Million bales of 170 kg each.    $ = Million bales of 180 kg each. 

 
5.0 Procurement, Stock and Exports of Food grains 

 

5.1 Procurement 

All India procurement of rice for Kharif marketing season (KMS) 2018-19 is under progress. It 
was 39.98 million MT upto 10th May, 2019. The procurement of rice was highest in Punjab at 
about 11.33 million MT, followed by Chhattisgarh 4.08 million MT, Telangana 4.06 million 
MT, Haryana 3.91 million MT, Odisha 3.45 million MT, Uttar Pradesh 3.23 million MT, Andhra 
Pradesh 3.22 million MT, West Bengal 1.66 million MT, Madhya Pradesh 1.40 million MT and 
Tamil Nadu 1.15 million MT. The procurement was less than 1 million MT in remaining rice 
growing states. Annex I shows the state-wise procurement of rice for the Kharif marketing 
season 2018-19 upto 10th May, 2019.  
 
All India procurement of wheat for Rabi marketing season 2019-20 is under progress. It was 
29.26 million MT up to 10th May, 2019. Out of 29.26 million MT of wheat, procurement in 
Punjab was 12.09 million MT, followed by Haryana 9.01 million MT, Madhya Pradesh 5.31 
million MT and Uttar Pradesh 1.93 million MT. The procurement was less than 1 million MT in 
remaining wheat growing states. Annex II shows the state-wise procurement of wheat for the 
Rabi marketing season 2019-20. 
 
5.2 Food grain Stock 

Total stock of food grains in Central Pool improved considerably at the beginning of the year 
2019-20. Way back in 2011 (As on 1st April), stock of food grains was 44 million MT which 
increased to 53 million MT in 2012 and about 60 million MT in 2013. It moved downwards 
during subsequent years and touched at 41 million MT in 2017. It moved up at 46 million MT in 
2018 and increased considerably to a high of 62 million MT in 2019.  Figure 4 shows the 
changes in stock of food grains in Central Pool as on 1st April for last nine years. 
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5.3 Exports  

Export of cereals was 13.89 million MT during 2017-18 as against 11.76 million MT in 2016-17. 
In the past, it touched at a record level of 22.10 million MT in 2012-13.  Out of 13.89 million 
MT of cereals exported in 2017-18, rice accounted for 12.71 million MT, wheat 0.32 million 
MT, maize 0.70 million MT and other cereals 0.16 million MT. Figure 5 shows export of 
cereals during past 8-year period. 
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During 2018-19, export of cereals up to February 2019 was 11.92 million MT. Out of 11.92 
million MT, rice accounted for 10.57 million MT, wheat 0.17 million MT, maize 0.98 million 
MT and other cereals 0.20 million MT.  
 

6.0 Interim Union Budget 2019-20 

6.1 Direct income support to farmers 

To provide an assured income support to the small and marginal farmers, Government has 
launched a new programme namely “Pradhan Mantri KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)”. 
Under this programme, vulnerable landholding farmer families, having cultivable land upto 2 
hectares, will be provided direct income support at the rate of `6,000 per year. This income 
support will be transferred directly into the bank accounts of beneficiary farmers, in three equal 
instalments of `2,000 each. This programme will be funded by the Government of India. Around 
12 crore small and marginal farmer families are expected to benefit from this programme. This 
programme will entail an annual expenditure of ` 75,000 crore. 
 

6.2 Fertilizer subsidy 

The revised estimate of fertilizer subsidy for 2018-19 is Rs.70,086 crore. Budget estimate for 
2019-20 is fixed at Rs.74,996 crore. Details are given in Table 4. 

 

Table 4:   Fertilizer Subsidy – Budget provision and actual 

  (Rs. Crore) 

Item           2017-18 2018-19 2018-19 2019-20 
            (Actual) (Budget) (Revised) (Budget) 

Urea Subsidy      
- Payment for Indigenous Urea  31973.70 34989.50 34989.50 40000.00 
- Payment for Urea Freight 

Subsidy 
 5000.00 ... ... ... 

- Payment for Import of Urea  9980.00 13360.00 13355.35 13634.00 
- Direct Benefit Transfer(DBT) 

in Fertilizer Subsidy 
 26.30 10.50 10.50 10.00 

- Recovery  -2756.69 -3360.00 -3360.00 -3480.00 
  Net 44223.31 45000.00 44995.35 50164.00 

Nutrient Based Subsidy      
- Payment for Indigenous P and 

K Fertilizers 
 14337.00 15820.35 15820.35 15146.00 

- Payment for Imported P and K 
Fertilizers 

 7900.00 9260.00 9260.00 9659.00 

- Payment for City Compost  7.26 10.00 10.00 27.00 
Total- Nutrient Based Subsidy 22244.26 25090.35 25090.35 24832.00 

            

Total Subsidy         66467.57 70090.35 70085.70 74996.00 

Source: Interim Union Budget - 2019-20.  
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7.0 Policy Developments 

 

7.1 Export of Fertilisers under Chapter 31 of ITC (HS) Classification of Export and Import 

Items 2018 

Department of Commerce (DoC), Ministry of Commerce & Industry issued a notification on 7th 
January, 2019 relaxing Export policy of Fertilisers under Chapter 31 of ITC (HS) Classification 
of Export and Import Items 2018. A copy of the notification in this regard is enclosed as Annex 

III (a). In this context, Department of Commerce also issued a Public Notice no. 67/2015-20 on 
7th January, 2019 specifying conditions and procedures to be followed by the manufacturers / 
exporters for obtaining permission / NoC of the Department of Fertilizers for export of fertilizers 
enclosed as Annex III (b). 
 
7.2 Implementation of Nutrient Based Subsidy for P & K Fertilisers, revision in the NBS rates 

for 2019-20 

DoF issued OM dated the 29th March, 2019 by stating that the NBS rates of 2018-19 will 
continue for 2019-20 provisionally on the same terms and conditions pending approval of CCEA 
for the fixation of revised NBS rates for 2019-20.  
 
Any excess/less payment of subsidy w.e.f. 01.04.2019 till announcement of revised NBS rates 
will be adjusted accordingly. A copy of the OM dated the 29th March, 2019 is enclosed as Annex 

IV.  
 
7.3 Domestic natural gas price for the period April-September 2019 

Domestic natural gas prices fell consistently from second half of 2014-15 to first half of 2017-
18. It declined successively from US$ 5.05 per MMBTU during November’14 / March’15 to 
US$ 2.48 per MMBTU during April/Sept’17. However, the falling trend reversed from second 
half of 2017-18. Domestic natural gas price increased to US$ 2.89 per MMBTU during October 
17 to March 18. It further increased to US$ 3.06 and 3.36 per MMBTU, respectively, during the 
subsequent half yearly periods. The current price touched US$ 3.69 per MMBTU for the period 
April-September, 2019. Table 5 shows changes in domestic natural gas prices from November 
2014 to September 2019 on half yearly basis. 
 

Table 5: Domestic Natural Gas Prices on Gross Calorific Value (GCV) basis 

Period Price in US$ per MMBTU 

November 2014 to March 2015 5.05 

April 2015 to September 2015 4.66 

October 2015 to March 2016 3.82 

April 2016 to September 2016 3.06 

October 2016 to March 2017 2.50 

April 2017 to September 2017 2.48 

October 2017 to March 2018 2.89 

April 2018 to September 2018 3.06 

October 2018 to March 2019 3.36 

April 2019 to September 2019 3.69 
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Annex III(a) 
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Annex III(b) 
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