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VALEDICIO RYADDRESS

LUC MAENE, Director Gereral, Intemstical Fertilizer Asscciation, Paris

ANK YOU VERY MUCH MR.
| JHA, Chairmen, FAT, Mr. Saha,
Director General, FAIL, Mr.R.

C. Gupta, Deputy Director General,
FAI, ILadies & Gentlemen.

First of all, I wauld like to thark Mr.

Jha for his kind introduction about
me. I have been attending the
FAT seminar since 1982. In all these
years, I have missed only one
seminar. Unfortunately, thet is my
loss. I have never regretted coming
to FAT seminar because it has
always been a source of
information, a somroe of friendship.
T also cagratulate FAT for argpnizing
this very interesting and informative
gathering, especially for those who
care from abroad. It gives an idea
about what is going on in the
contry. It esbles to fird ar the
problems and issues which are
emerging in the agriculture and
fertiliser sectars. So, I wauld like to
congratulate FAT with another very
successful and
conference under an appropriate
thare ‘Fertilisers ard the Revival of

When I 1look back to the
presentations made yesterday, we
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heard that there is
concern an two frants, (1) omocem
regardirg the fertiliser industry and
(2) concern regarding agricultural
production. We can see thet fertiliser
consumption is going up yet
agricultural producticon, the food
production is stagnating. So, there
is an issue and the prablem needs
to ke tackled. During the
presentations, we heard that the
visiaaries in the past established
a viable and a very extensive
fertiliser imistyy in the cartry . Tt wes
a celiberate act to have a fertiliser
industry to protect foodgrain
production and make sure that you
are no longer dependent on the
extermal markets for fesding the
poodlation. This is essential, when
you have a comtry like India. I
core from a small country with 10
million pegple, which is half the size
of sare of the cities in India. So, far
us, the issue is not the same. As far
as you are concerned, you canmnot
depend an the extermal sources for
your food supplies.

However, today, the fertiliser
imdstry is et a coss roeds. The
econamic situation is at  a cross
roads, in the sense that ance having
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created the fertiliser industry whet
do you have to do with it. We heard
that there has been no expansion
of the fertiliser industry since 1999
yvet the demerd for fertilisers is
increasing. So, where from fertilisers
will come? It has been clearly
demonstrated that if you were to
keep on importing and not
expanding production then within
a couple of years, the inports will
grow so huge that from the logistics
point of view it will ke alnmost a
nightare to bring fertiliser within the
country and meke sure to reach
the fertilisers to the famers. Now,
thet isas faras te fartiliser sy
is concemed and I sincerely hope
that very son there will aggin ke a
policy climate which is conducive
to expansian of the fertiliser imdustry
o that the fertiliser industry can
arvive, en fillfill it s essarial task to
famers for crop production.

I made a reference about the
revival of agriculture ard indeed we
need to concentrate an the revival
of agriailture. Because, if there is
stagnation in the food grain
production then the question arises
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wy it is so? Time and again, we
heard that pecple talk about the
use of kalanced fertilization and the
use of micro ntrients, use of sulgir
as secaary rutrient. I hope that
these are just not words. We reslly
need to follow up with action. T thirnk,
we need to go to the farmer to
bring him to a higher level of
sophistication. We need to explain
to him and teach him what to do?
What is balanced fertilisation? What
is integrated plant nutrient
menagement? What is site specific
nutrient management? These
practices which are widely adopted
elsewhere need to be introduced
at the level of the famer. I thirk te
mejor respansibility lies again also
with the agriculture sector to meke
sure thet this gets realised. So, as I
said thet India today firds itself is at
the crossroads. This is not necessardly
bad. On the contrary, I an sae it
will leed to a 1ot of thirking. Let us
hope, this gets followed up with
necessary policy decisians in order
to redlize all thet.

Representing the International
Fertiliser Tmstry, it givesus a st of
a gldoal overview of what is going
oan  in the world and indeed when
we lock at the fertiliser situation
worldwide, we see that the fertiliser
imstry ar the fertiliser merket is
volatile. I have been associated for
years with the fertiliser imdstry . Wih
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it, I have seen years when prices
were extremely low and years when
prices were extrenely high. We do
not know what will happen
tomorrow. As a matter of fact, a
couple of days ago, I was reading
a speech delivered by the Deputy
Director General of the Food and
Agriculture Orgenisation (FRO) three
years ago during a conference in
Rome and he said when we look
o the horizon what is going on in
terms fertilisers and food production,
the major future developrent we
see is that as the people get affluent
in the developing countries, the
consumption of meat goes up.
When the consumption of meat
goes up, the demand for animal
feed goes up. Hence, this is good
for the fartiliser irdstry . That was the
aly pranising thing for the fertiliser
industry at thet tine.

Today, the scemario is completely
df ferat. Today, we talk about bio-
fuel. Bio-fuel will definitely meke a
big difference in the world fertiliser
industry. It is growirg. It is goirg to
e a major development. Now, how
these bio-fuels are going to be in
competition with foodgrains is yet
to e knomn. It is to be seen that
what kird of policy ootians are lifted
in temms of bio-fuel production.
Whether governments are going to
encourage bio-fuel production? The
whole scenario is changing. So, not
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aily India is at a cross roeds as far
as the agricultural production is
oacemed, the fertiliser industry
worldwide is also at a crossrosds.
Because, a totally new scerario is
emerging. So, we should take it into
consideration.

For me, personally, it is very
important thet I care to Irdia. India

is a big cortry, a very large comtry .

W e carct igore it even if we like
to igore it. We have to be interested
in it. So, it is a plessure far me to e
here. We want to know what is going
a1 in Idia. T thirk, if India is sble
to fed its population, it is mot anly
good for Imdia but for the entire
world. The stability of world
production is inportat.

Mr. Chainmen, the discussions that
have taken place in the past two
days, the papers which were
presented were extremely helpfi,
extrarely infometive. I really hope,
that the documents will ke taken
into amsideration ad will  lesd
to  policy decisians coxvucive for
further growth ot aily of the fertiliser
industry but also increase in
agricultural production. Whatever
the intemational comumnity and
the warld fertiliser industry can do to
stimilate growth, we are certainly
at your disposal.

Thank you very much.
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